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Tenebrae Service               April 18, 2025 
 
Introduction: 
 

Our Lenten journey has led us to this somber day.  We have spent these weeks 
bringing our fears and naming them before God and each other, reminding one 
another that love is stronger than fear. 
 

As we turn our hearts and minds to the story of Jesus’ passion and death from the 
Gospel of Mark this evening, we do so with an awareness of the different fears faced 
by the various figures in this biblical narrative. Entering this ancient story, we wonder 
what it was like to be there, to face the various fears that the disciples, the religious 
authorities, the political leaders even Jesus himself faced in that time and place.  And 
we wonder also at how their fears aren’t really all that different from the fears we face 
today in our time and place. 
 

At the end of the service, there will be opportunity to write down The fears that we 
have, using the slips of paper and pens found in the pews, and these can be placed at 
the foot of the cross as a way of handing them over to God. 
 

Hymn    Were You There     #ELW 353 
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Scripture Text: Mark 14:17-25 
 
Judas Monologue 
 
Extinguish Candle 
 
Hymn     We Who Once Were Dead      ELW#495 

 

 
Scripture Text: Mark 14: 26-50 
 
Monologue on Jesus 
 
Extinguish Candle 
 
Hymn   Sometimes Our Only Song Is Weeping   ACS #1050 
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Scripture Text: Mark 14:53-65 
 
Caiaphas Monologue 
 
Extinguish Candle 
 
Hymn    Beneath the Cross of Jesus    ELW #338 
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Scripture Text: Mark 14:66-72 
 
Peter Monologue 
 
Extinguish Candle 
   
Hymn     Lamb of God     ELW #336  

Please use Hymn books in pew 
 
 
Scripture Text: Mark 15:1-15 
 
Pilate Monologue 
 
Extinguish Candle 
 
Hymn   O Sacred Head, Now Wounded    ELW#351 
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Scripture Text: Mark: 15:16-41 
 
Mary Magdalene Monologue 
Mary Mother of Jesus Monologue 
 
Extinguish Candle 
 
Hymn    They Crucified My Lord    ELW#350 
 
 



 

 
Scripture Text: Mark: 15:42-47 
 
 
Monologue On Fear 
 
 
Stripping of the altar 
 

 

 



Now in the shadows of our own Gethsemane let us bring our fears to the foot of the 
cross, offering them to be crucified and buried with Christ. 
 
We invite you to write down one of your own fears or something else and lay them at 
the foot of the cross. As you write and reflect please join in singing  
 

Jesus Remember Me      #ELW 616 

 

 

 

PLEASE LEAVE THE CHURCH IN COMPLETE SILENCE 


