ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
460 McBride Street, Prince Rupert, B.C
Office Phone: 250-624-4164 Email: stpauls@citywest.ca
Church Website: stpaulsprincerupert.com
Pastor: Diana S. Edis Cell: 778-884-6864 Email: pastor2stp@gmail.com
Offering email (E-transfer): offering2stpauls@citywest.ca

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 8, 2024
Worship 11:00 A.M.

Minister: Rev. Diana Edis Musician: Larissa Goruk
Videographer: George Edis Reader: Tom Kertes

Worship is live streamed on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/princerupertlutheran/.

James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor with more
honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his first response to the
Syrophoenician woman in today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t
deserve the goods meant for God’s children? Or was he speaking out of his human worldview,
but transcended those limits when she took him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the
story tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who brings a need to Jesus is received with
equal honor as a child and heir.

Weekly Prayer Petitions
Local: Fellowship Baptist
Synod Parishes Faith Lutheran in Powell River; Our Saviour’s Lutheran in Prince George
ACC: Metropolitan, clergy, and people of the Ecclesiastical Province of BC and Yukon
ELCIC: The Assistant to the Bishop and staff of the British Columbia Synod

Discipleship Opportunities
1. The Pastor will be Public at Javadotcup, Wednesdays from 9:30 - 11:30 AM

2. Worship Team meets Sept. 10 at 2:00. Anyone interested in joining is welcome.

* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under One License: # A-731124 and Augsburg Fortress: # SB157842
* Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF # SB157842.
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Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
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Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, but
have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us
cause conflicts and disputes. In our desire to be first we make distinctions
among ourselves. We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. In
your great mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw near to us with grace in time of
need, and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By grace you
have been saved. In the name of *+ Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, your sins

are forgiven.

Amen.
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5 O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend, 6 How weak the effort of my heart,
my prophet, priest, and king, how cold my warmest thought;
my Lord, my life, my way, my end, but when [ see thee as thou art,
accept the praise I bring. I’ll praise thee as I ought.

7 Till then I would thy love proclaim
with every fleeting breath;
and may the music of thy name
refresh my soul in death!

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: ST. PETER, Alexander R. Reinagle, 1799-1877

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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Let us pray together our Prayer of the Day
Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and
death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people
ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our
healer and Lord.
Amen.

Our first reading is from Isaiah, beginning at the 35t chapter 35:4-7a

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He
will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then
the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters
shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall
become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water.

The word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God

We read Psalm 146 responsively:

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul!

I will praise the Lord as long as I live;

I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help.



When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the Lord their God;
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
The Lord sets the captive free.
The Lord opens the eyes of the blind;
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous.
The Lord cares for the stranger;
the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
The Lord shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

Our second reading is from James beginning at the 2nd chapter 2:1-10, 14-17

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes
into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take
notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to
the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not made
distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my
beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in
faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? But
you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who
drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked
over you?

You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are
convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in
one point has become accountable for all of it. For the one who said, “You shall not
commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit
adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. So speak and
so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. For judgment will be without
mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.]

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have
works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one
of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not
supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works,
is dead.



The word of the Lord,

Thanks be to God
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The holy gospel according to Mark, beginning at the 7t chapter 7:24-37
Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman
whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she
came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician
origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let the
children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the
dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s
crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your
daughter.” So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the
Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had
an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took
him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he
spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him,
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue
was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the
more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded
beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to
hear and the mute to speak.”

The gospel of the Lord.



Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Diana Edis
Hymn of the Day Light Dawns on a Weary World ELW# 726
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Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: TEMPLE OF PEACE, William P. Rowan, b. 1951

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Join with me and with the whole church in the confession of our faith, using the words
of the Apostles” Creed. We confess:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.



I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the
church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need. Hearing the words “Hear us, O
God,” God’s people may reply, “Your mercy is great.”

A brief silence.

Awaken in our communities of faith a spirit of radical hospitality. Encourage our
churches to celebrate and embrace people of diverse backgrounds, experiences, and
abilities. Deepen our commitment to ecumenical and interreligious partnerships. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Bring forth water to nourish plants and animals in places suffering from drought.
Renew our commitments to protect rivers, lakes, and streams, and make us good
stewards of water in our homes and communities. Preserve wetland habitats and the
creatures that make their homes there. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Inspire leaders of cities, nations, and tribes to lead with wisdom and humility. Bring

peace among peoples in conflict and strengthen global commitments to nonviolent

solutions. Guide all who seek refuge from war to a safe haven. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Comfort all who live with chronic illness. Surround them in your tender embrace and
sustain all who provide ongoing care and support. Bring hope and healing to people
struggling with addiction and nourish the spirits of all who are in recovery. We pray
now, either aloud or silently, for all those in our hearts and on our minds...Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Nurture in all people the gift of your creating Spirit. Inspire artists and musicians,
woodworkers and quilters, poets and dancers. Revive those whose artistic wells have
run dry and enliven all who doubt their creative talents. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

We give you thanks for all who have died and now find their rest in you. May their
faithful witness guide us in our daily life with you. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.



We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved
child, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Offering
Offerings may be mailed to the church, placed in our mailbox, sent by e-transfer to
offering2stpauls@citywest.ca., or given at CanadaHelps to St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert.

Let us pray,
Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with
our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.
We enter a time of communion. All people are invited to receive God'’s meal. If you wish to receive, this meal is
for you. If you would like to learn about communion please speak with the pastor after worship. Those at home
may prepare bread and wine or juice for your worship space. When you receive the elements and eat and drink

you may respond, “Amen.” We have bread or gluten-free wafers, wine or juice; please let your server know
which options are needed.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn
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Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued your covenant
people, led them on all their journeys, and taught them by the prophets. You so loved
the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, and make us one in this community of faith and
with your people throughout the world. Glory and praise to you, O God, Author of
life, Word made flesh, Power of the Most High, now and forever.

Amen.

Gathered into one across time and space by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us, using whatever version of that prayer comforts you. We pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

If the Holy Spirit calls you to this feast of bread and wine or juice, I invite you to
receive that which has been prepared. Whether you are distant or present, all of us are
gathered together around the table of Christ and we are united, made whole in the
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body of our Lord. Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Everyone is
welcome.
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Hymns during communion: Healer of Our Every 11l No. 612
Refrain

Healer of our ev'ry ill, light of each tomorrow,
give us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond our sorrow.

1 You who know our fears and sadness, grace us with your peace and gladness;
Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts. Refrain

2 In the pain and joy beholding how your grace is still unfolding,
give us all your vision, God of love. Refrain

3 Give us strength to love each other, ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother;
Spirit of all kindness, be our guide. Refrain

4 You who know each thought and feeling, teach us all your way of healing;
Spirit of compassion, fill each heart. Refrain

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The body and blood of our Lord and Saviour strengthen you to eternal life.
Amen

Prayer after communion
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Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table.
Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Blessing
God all mighty, God most merciful *+ bless you, keep you, and give you peace.
Amen.
Sending Hymn Spirit, Open My Heart ELW #1043
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Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: WILD MOUNTAIN THYMLE, [rish melody; sdipt. Alfred V. Fedak, b, 1953
Tent © 100 Mg Proas. All nighis reservald

Mugle © 2011 Alfrod V. Fodad

Go in peace. Follow Jesus. Thanks be to God.



