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ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
460 McBride Street, Prince Rupert, B.C 

Office Phone: 624-4164            Email: stpauls@citywest.ca 
Church Website:  stpaulsprincerupert.com 

Pastor: Diana S. Edis           Cell: 778-884-6864              email: pastor2stp@gmail.com 
Offering email (E-transfer): offering2stpauls@citywest.ca 

 

Resurrection of Our Lord – Easter Sunday               March 31, 2024 
Worship 11:00 A.M. 

 

Minister: Rev. Diana Edis                     Musician: Sheila Seidemann 
Videographer: George Edis            Reader: Carol Bulford 

  
Worship is live streamed on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/princerupertlutheran/. 

 

Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary Magdalene, 
Peter, and the beloved disciple we may feel astonished and confused, unsure of what to make of the 

empty tomb. And like Mary Magdalene, Jesus calls us by name. But this is why we gather: to 
proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. In 

word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to share this good news with all the 
world. Alleluia! 

 

Weekly Prayer Petitions 
Local: Christ the King, Port Edward – Anthony Adams, Yvonne Hill 
Synod Parishes: Spirit of Life Lutheran, Rev. Aneeta Saroop, Vancouver; North 
Thompson Ecumenical Shared Ministry in Barriere and Clearwater  
ACC: Metropolitan, people, and clergy of the Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario 
ELCIC: Congregations of the Eastern area of Manitoba-Northwestern Ontario Synod 
 

Discipleship Opportunities 
1. The pastor is on holidays following worship today. The office will be closed until April 9. 
 

2. Next Sunday is our monthly Family Fun and Games night. Bring something for the potluck 
dinner and then enjoy an evening of “Cut-throat Lutheran Dominoes.” Starting @ 6pm 
 

3. Our new Bible study starts Wednesday April 3, @ 7pm. The focus will be on the book of Mark. 

mailto:pastor2stp@gmail.com
mailto:offering2stpauls@citywest.ca
https://www.facebook.com/princerupertlutheran/
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* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under One License: #A-731124 and Augsburg Fortress: #SB157842 
* Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF #SB157842. 

Announcements 
Call to Worship(solo)  Woman, Weeping in the Garden   No. 935 
1. Woman, weeping in the garden, who has pushed the stone aside? 
Who has taken Jesus’ body, Jesus Christ the Crucified? 
 

2. Woman waiting in the garden, after men have come and gone, 
 after angels give their witness, silently you watch the dawn. 
 

3. Woman walking in the garden, Jesus takes you by surprise; 
When the gard’ner calls you “Mary!” faith and joy meet in your eyes. 
 

4. Woman, weeping in the garden, weep for joy for you have seen Jesus 
 The Messiah, risen; Christ of whom the prophets dream. 
 

5. Woman, dancing from the garden, find the others and proclaim 
Christ is risen as he promised; tell the world he knew your name! 

 

 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 
Amen. 

Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep and 
water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark 
carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your 
people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!  
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your 
reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all 
honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

Gathering Hymn    Jesus Christ is Risen Today   No. 365 ELW 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
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And also with you. 
 

Hymn of Praise            pg 140 
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Let us pray together our Prayer of the Day, 
God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and 
has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we 
share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of 
eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Our first reading is from Acts, beginning at the 10th chapter    10:34-43 
 

 Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable 
to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised 
him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were 
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained 
by God as judge of the living and the dead.  All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
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L: The word of the Lord, 
C: Thanks be to God 
 

We read Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 responsively 

Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 
Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

The Lord is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 
Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
“The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 

The right hand of the Lord is exalted! The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 
I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 

The Lord indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 
Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 

“This is the gate of the Lord; here the righteous may enter.” 
I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
and you have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
By the Lord has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Our second reading is from 1 Corinthians beginning at the 15th chapter  15:1-11 
  

 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to 
you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are 
being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have 
come to believe in vain. 
 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he 
was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and 
sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 
them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or 
they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
 

L: The word of the Lord, 
C: Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel Acclamation          page 188 
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The holy gospel according to John, beginning at the 20th chapter    20:1-18 
 Glory to you, O Lord 
 

 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 
 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were 
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent 
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then 
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings 
lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the 
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, 
one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 
they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to 
him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take 
him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I 
have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” Mary Magdalene 
went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he 
had said these things to her. 
 

L: The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon           Rev. Diana Edis 
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Hymn of the Day    The Day of Resurrection!    No. 361 
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Nicene Creed           page 104 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith using the words of the Nicene 
Creed. We confess: 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all those in need of good news. Hearing the words “God of grace” God’s 
people may respond “hear our prayer.” 
A brief silence. 

Holy God, we pray for the body of Christ, the church. Where the church is persecuted, 
protect it. Where the church is privileged, humble it. Where the church is fractured, heal 
it. Guide us all to embody Christ’s love in the world. God of grace,      hear our prayer. 
 

Life-giving God, we pray for the earth, your good creation. Join our prayers with 
branches lifted in praise and roaring waters of new life, that together we may proclaim 
Easter hope. God of grace,  hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful God, we pray for all peoples and nations. Free oppressed communities from 
occupation, exploitation, and abuse. Teach leaders your way of justice. Empower 
peacemakers and all who work to end violence and strife. God of grace,  hear 
our prayer. 
 

Liberating God, we pray for people everywhere who long for good news. Roll away the 
stones that keep people from living with dignity and wholeness. Breathe new life and 
hope into people struggling to make it through each day. We pray now, either aloud or 
silently, for all those in our hearts and on our minds...God of grace,       hear our prayer. 
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Loving God, we pray for this community of faith and for your Spirit in our midst. Feed 
us at your Easter table and fill us with your wisdom, that we may serve and care for 
others. God of grace,  hear our prayer. 
 

Eternal God, we remember those who have gone before us in death. Renew our trust in 
your promises, that we live with joyful courage and compassion. God of grace, 
 hear our prayer. 
 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

Amen. 
 

L: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Offering 
Offerings may be sent by e-transfer to offering2stpauls@citywest.ca., mailed to the church, placed 

in our mailbox, or given through CanadaHelps to St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert. 
 

Offering Prayer 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs 
of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our true vine. 

Amen. 
 

We enter a time of communion. All people are invited to receive God’s meal. If you wish to receive, this meal is for 
you. If you would like to learn more about communion please speak with the pastor after worship. Those at home 

may prepare bread and wine or juice for your worship space. When the bread and beverage are offered by the pastor 
and you eat and drink you may respond, “Amen.” We have both bread and gluten-free wafers, wine and juice; 

please let your server know which options are needed. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with 
Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea 
and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy            pg 144 

mailto:offering2stpauls@citywest.ca
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L: All praise to you, glorious God of grace. Throughout the ages you have blessed us with 
foremothers of the faith. With Sarah, we bless you for your gift of life. With Ruth, we 
praise you for family and food. With Miriam, we celebrate our escape from the foe. 
Remembering Deborah, we honor the words of your prophets. Remembering the woman 
at the well, we laud you for living water. Remembering Junia, we thank you for those 
who minister among your people. One with the daughter of Jairus, we wake to life in 
you. With Mary, we magnify your name. Remembering Martha and Mary, we join Jesus 
at this meal. Living, he healed the bleeding woman; dying, he cared for his mother; risen, 
he sent Mary Magdalene in mission. 
 

On the night before he died, he took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Mighty God of mercy, as you heard the prayers of Hannah, so now hear us. Send your 
Spirit on this bread and wine, that sharing the body and blood of Christ we become his 
body in the world. Send your Spirit on this assembly, that like Phoebe, we serve one 
another with zeal. Send your Spirit on the church, that like Anna, we tell others of your 
mercy. Send your Spirit into our hearts, that like Dorcas, we care for the poor and needy. 
All praise to you, powerful God of peace. We adore you, our God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, you who mother and feed and comfort us, today, tomorrow, and forever.  

Amen.  
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Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one across time and space by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, 
using whatever version of that prayer comforts you. We pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

If the Holy Spirit calls you to this feast of bread and wine or juice, I invite you to receive 
that which has been prepared. Whether you are distant or present all of us are gathered 
together around the table of God and we are united, made whole in the body of our Lord. 
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at God’s 
table. 
 

Lamb of God             pg. 146 

 

 

 

 
 

Hymns during communion:   Thine Is the Glory     No. 376 
Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won!  
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 
Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won!  
 

Lo, Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb!  
Lovingly he greets thee, scatters fear and gloom; 
let his church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
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for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting! 
Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won!  
 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conqu'rors, through thy deathless love; 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. 
Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won!  
 

Hymns during communion   Now the Green Blade Rises   No. 379 
 

1. Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

2. In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, 
thinking that he would never wake again; 
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; 
love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

3. Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
he that for three days in the grave had lain; 
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; 
love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

4. When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
your touch can call us back to life again, 
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 
love is come again like wheat arising green. 

********* 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Saviour strengthen you to eternal life. 
Amen 

 

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. 
Send us out from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy 
of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
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Sending Hymn  I Know That My Redeemer Lives!       No. 619 (vs 1-4, 6, 8) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
 Thanks be to God. 


