ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
460 McBride Street, Prince Rupert, B.C
Office Phone: 624-4164 Email: stpauls@citywest.ca
Church Website: stpaulsprincerupert.com
Pastor: Diana S. Edis Cell: 778-884-6864 Home: 250 622-2725
Pastor’s email: pastor2stp@gmail.com
Offering email (E-transfer): offering?stpauls@citywest.ca

Epiphany of Our Lord January 7, 2024
Worship 11:00 AM
Minister: Rev. Diana Edis Musician: Larissa Goruk
Videographer: George Edis Reader: Tom Kertes

Worship is live streamed on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/princerupertlutheran/.

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a

celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all

nations and people. Like the light of the star that quided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children

of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing
the good news of God'’s love to all people.

Weekly Prayer Petitions
Local: Christ The King Church, Port Edward
Synod Parishes: Grace Lutheran in Burnaby, Mount Zion Lutheran in Smithers
ACC: Youth Ministries Animator; and Animator for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations
ELCIC: Assistant to the National Bishop, Youth and Leadership; Assistant to the National Bishop, Justice and
Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations

Discipleship Opportunities
1. The pastor will be public Wednesday at Javadotcup from 9:30-11:30.

2. On January 9 we serve soup and sandwiches at the Senior Centre! If you would like to assist you may join us
there at 11:00. If you would like a lovely, low cost lunch with good folks, come join us after 11:30.

3. Our Annual General Meeting will be Jan. 21 following worship. We will cover both our annual budget and
our AGM. Please join us either in person or by Zoom.

* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under One License: #A-731124 and Augsburg Fortress: #SB157842
* Our Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF #SB157842.
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Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation.
Amen.


file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/Office%20Documents/BULLETIN/stpauls@citywest.ca
file:///C:/Users/stpau/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/Files/S0/5/Attachments/04-01-2021%20Maundy%20Thursday%20HC.doc
mailto:pastor2stp@gmail.com
mailto:offering2stpauls@citywest.ca
https://www.facebook.com/princerupertlutheran/

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of life,
you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be messengers of your peace. We
confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources, and our security. We nurture conflict and
build barriers. We neglect the needs of our neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have
mercy on us. Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. Where we are reluctant, give us courage.
Where we are cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with your grace and give us again the hope of
eternal life in you. Amen.

Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. In  Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall know the
salvation of God.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn Angels from the Realms of Glory No. 275
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An - gels,from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;
All  cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro -claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to thee-ter - nal Three in One.
Refrain
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Come and wor-ship,come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ,the new-born king.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879
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L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
Kyrie Pg. 203
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

Canticle of Praise Pg. 204 (vs. 1)
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a- bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

L: Let us pray together our Prayer of the Day.
O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now by
faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Our first reading is from Isaiah beginning at the 60t chapter 60:1-6

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover
the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far
away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses” arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart
shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall
come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from
Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

We read Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 responsively: (leader reads the light print, congregation reads the bold)

Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;
that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;
that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness.
Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another.
Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth.
In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.
May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service.



For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, the oppressed, and those who have no helper.
He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the needy.
From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, and precious is their blood in his sight.

Our second reading is from Ephesians beginning at the 3rd Chapter 3:1-12

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles —for surely you have
already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made
known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made known to
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles
have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the
gospel.

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the
working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery
hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with
the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in
boldness and confidence through faith in him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation pg. 205
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.
The holy gospel according to Matthew, beginning at the 2nd Chapter 2:1-12
Glory to you, O Lord.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you
shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and
learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and
pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that
they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.”



The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor Diana Edis

Sermon
Hymn of the Day As with Gladness Men of Old
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1 As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-1ly  bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho-ly Je - sus, ev-’ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing on - ward,beam-ing bright
there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’'nand earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran - somed souls at last
thou its light, its joy, its crown,thou its sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er - more be led thee.
SO may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’'n-ly king.
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev - er may we sing al - le - lu - ias king.
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872
Confession of faith Apostles” Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen




Prayers of Intercession: (petition response: L: Hear us, O God,
C: Your mercy is great.)

L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering
Offerings may be mailed to the church or placed in our mailbox or you can send e-transfers to
offering2stpauls@citywest.ca. You may also give through CanadaHelps to St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert.

Offering Prayer

Let us pray,

God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the song of the angels,
and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your

grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
Amen.

All people are invited to receive God’s meal, this meal is for you. To learn more about communion please speak with the pastor after
worship. Those worshiping off campus may prepare bread and wine or juice for your worship space. When the bread and beverage are
offered by the pastor and you eat and drink you may respond, “Amen.” We have both bread and gluten-free wafers, wine and juice;
please let your server know which options are needed.

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

L: It is indeed right...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san - na in  the high - est.
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Bless - ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in  the high - est, ho -san - na in the high - est.

L: Blessed are you... Power of the Most High, now and forever.
Amen.

L: Gathered into one across time and space by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using whatever
version of that prayer comforts you. We pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.



For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Hymns during communion This Little Light of Mine No. 677
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light No. 815

L: God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us
in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good news of your glory, born to us
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Blessing
God bless you and keep you, * Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts,
now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Hymn Shine Jesus Shine No. 260
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Shine, Je - sus, shine, fill this land with the Fa-ther's glo - ry;
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blaze, Spir - it, blaze, set our  hearts on fire
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Flow, riv - er, flow, flood the na - tions with grace and mer - cy;
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send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light!
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I Lord, the light of your love is shin - ing, in the midst of the
2 As  we gaze on your king - ly bright-ness, so our fac - es dis-
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dark - ness, shin - ing; Je - sus, light of the world, shine up-on us,
play your like - ness, ev - er chang-ing from glo - 1y to glo - ry,
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set us free by the truth you now bring us.
mir - rored  here, may our lives tell your sto - ry.
# Refrain
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Shine on me, shine on me:
Shine on me, shine on me:

Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950
Music: Graham Kendrick

Text and music © 1987 Make Wiy Music, admin. Music Services in the Western Hemigphere

Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.
Thanks be to God.




