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ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

460 McBride Street, Prince Rupert, B.C 
Office Phone: 624-4164            Email: stpauls@citywest.ca 

Church Website: stpaulsprincerupert.com 
Pastor: Diana Edis           Home: 250 622-2725           Cell: 778-884-6864 

Pastor’s email: pastor2stp@gmail.com 
Offering email (E-transfer): offering2stpauls@citywest.ca 

 

1st Sunday of Christmas            December 31, 2023 

Worship 11:00 AM 
 

Minister: Rev. Diana Edis                 Musician: Larissa Goruk 
Videographer: George Edis                          Reader: Carol Bulford  

 

Worship is live streamed on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/princerupertlutheran/.  
 

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. The psalmist calls on the natural world, celestial bodies, fire and earth, creatures, 
and all humanity, to praise God. The voices of Simeon and 84-year-old Anna join the chorus today, recognizing what God 

is doing in Jesus. Simeon’s song is often sung after communion, for we have seen God’s salvation in the assembled 
community and have held Jesus in our hands in the bread. Then, like the prophet Anna, we tell of Jesus to all who look for 

the healing of the world. 
 

Weekly Prayer Petitions 
Local Parishes: St. Andrews Anglican Cathedral and Father Paul Williams 
Synod Parishes: Benediction Lutheran, Delta: King of Life Lutheran, Coquitlam 
ACC: The Director & staff of General Synod Communications & Information Resources; Treasurer & Chief 
Financial Officer and the staff of Financial Management & Administration. 
ELCIC: Asst to the National Bishop, Communications & Resource Generation, & the staff of Communications 
  

Discipleship Opportunities 
1. The Pastor will be public this coming Wednesday at Javadotcup from 9:30-11:30. 
 

2. Our Annual General Meeting is scheduled for January 21 following worship. This meeting will cover both 
our annual budget and our AGM. Please plan to be in attendance for this very important meeting. The meeting 
will take place in person as well as by Zoom. 
 

3. Pastor Diana and George thank everyone for their support, love and prayers throughout the year. Your gifts 
and good wishes have been much appreciated. May the new year bring you peace, love and joy. The office will 
re-open January 2.  
 

* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under license from One License: license # A-731124 and Augsburg Fortress: license number SB157842  
* Our Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF license number SB157842. 
 

*** 

Prelude 
Announcements 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

In the Word was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 

The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 
 

Gathering Carol    Angels, from the Realms of Glory   No. 275 

 

 
 
 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Sprit be with you all! 
 C: And also with you! 
 

Carol    Holy Child within the Manger    No. 638 WOV (blue) 
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L: We pray together our Prayer of the Day. 
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully 
restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen 

 
 

Our first reading is from Isaiah beginning at the 61st chapter     61:10-62:3 
 

 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the 
garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a 
garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden 
causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before 
all the nations. 
 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out 
like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings 
your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown 
of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Carol      O Come, All Ye Faithful    No. 283 
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Our second reading is from Galatians beginning at the 4th chapter     4:4-7 
 

 When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you are 
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children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave 
but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Carol      O Little Town of Bethlehem    No. 279 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke, beginning at the 2nd chapter     2:22-40 
Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, Joseph and Mary brought Jesus up 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be 
designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, 
“a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; 
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this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on 
him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, 
to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for 
glory to your people Israel.” And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the 
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, 
having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 
never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, 
and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own 
town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
 

The gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Carol     Once in Royal David’s City     No. 269 
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Prayers of Intercession: (petition response: L: Hear us, O God 
          C: Your mercy is great.) 

 

Carol     ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime    No. 284 

 

 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Offering 
Offerings may be mailed to the church, placed in our mailbox or sent by e-transfer to offering2stpauls@citywest.ca. You 

may also give through CanadaHelps to St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert. 
 

Let us pray. 
God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 
and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your 
grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 
 

L: Gathered into one across time and space by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using whatever 
version of that prayer comforts you. We pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts 
now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Sending Carol    Hark! The Herald Angels Sing     No. 270 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
  Thanks be to God. 


