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ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

460 McBride Street, Prince Rupert, B.C 
Office Phone: 624-4164            Email: stpauls@citywest.ca 

Church Website:  stpaulsprincerupert.com 
Pastor: Diana S. Edis            Cell: 778-884-6864             Home: 250 622-2725 

Pastor’s email: pastor2stp@gmail.com 
E-transfer email: offering2stpauls@citywest.ca 

 

 17th Sunday after Pentecost                September 24, 2023 
Worship 11:00 A.M. 

 

Pastor: Rev. Diana Edis                 Musician: Larissa Goruk 
Videographer: George Edis                  Reader: Pat Rogers 

 

Worship is live streamed on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/princerupertlutheran/. 
 

Welcome to Worship at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in 
which Jesus says that the reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter 

what time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, 
Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of 

God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, “in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars.” 
 

Weekly Prayer Petitions 
Local: All faith communities in Prince Rupert and the surrounding area 
Synod: Living Faith Lutheran, Sechelt; Lord of Life Mission, Sandspit, Haida Gwaii 
Anglican: Bishop, clergy, and people of The Territory of the People 
ACC/ELCIC: Every Child Matters. Remember the Indigenous children who did not return home from 
residential school. For survivors and their families. For truth, healing, and reconciliation. 

 

Discipleship Opportunities 

1. The pastor will be public this Wednesday at Javadotcup from 9:30-11:30. 
 

2. Is it time? It has been 3 years since we had a Family Fun Night and we are long overdue! Join us 
Sunday evening, October 1st for a potluck starting at 6:00 followed by Dominoes or other fun time-
passers and get-to-know-you games! Bring the family! Invite your friends! 
 

* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under One License: #A-731124 and Augsburg Fortress: #SB157842 
* Our Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF #SB157842. 

******* 

Announcements 
Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our joy 
complete. 

Amen. 
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Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by the 
world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. For 
the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place 
on others and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, 
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior.  Amen. 
 

Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is beyond 

compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In ☩ Christ, you are already and always 
forgiven. 

Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn    Rise Up, O Saints of God   No. 669 

 

 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. 

And also with you. 
 

Kyrie             Pg 147 
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Hymn of Praise            Pg 148 
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Let us pray together our Prayer of the Day 
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because 
we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody 
the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 

Our first reading is from Exodus, beginning at the 16th chapter     16:2-15 
 

 The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. The 
Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by 
the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole 
assembly with hunger.” 
 Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people 
shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my 
instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as 
they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know 
that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the 
glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you 
complain against us?” And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your 
fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—
what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against the Lord.” 
 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord, for 
he has heard your complaining.’ ” And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they 
looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses 
and said, “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and 
in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’ ” 
 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew 
around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky 
substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is 
it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you 
to eat.” 
 

The word of the Lord, 
 Thanks be to God 

 

We read Psalm 145:1-8 responsively: (leader reads the light print, congregation reads the bold) 

I will exalt you, my God and king, and bless your name forever and ever. 
Every day will I bless you and praise your name forever and ever. 

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! There is no end to your greatness. 
One generation shall praise your works to another and shall declare your power. 

I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your marvelous works. 
They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, and I will recount your greatness. 

They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness;  
they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 
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The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

Our second reading comes from Philippians, beginning at the 1st Chapter    1:21-30 
 

 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; 
and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with 
Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of 
this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I 
may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or 
am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side 
with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them 
this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously 
granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—since you are 
having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation           page 151 

 

 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, beginning at the 20th chapter    20:1-16 
 Glory to you, O Lord 
 

 [Jesus said to the disciples:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he 
sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 
So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about 
five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing 
here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and 
give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five 
o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they 
would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, 
they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of 
them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what 
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what 
I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, 
and the first will be last.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon            Rev. Diana Edis 
 

Hymn of the Day    Lord of All Hopefulness     No. 765 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession: (petition end: Merciful God) 
(petition response: Receive our prayer.) 

 

L: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

Offerings may be mailed to the church, placed in our mailbox, sent by e-transfer to offering2stpauls@citywest.ca., 
or given through CanadaHelps to St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert. 

 

Offering Prayer 

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all might be 
fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

L: Gathered into one across time and space by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using 
whatever version of that prayer comforts you. We pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

mailto:offering2stpauls@citywest.ca
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and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, bless you now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn     Take My Life, That I May Be    No. 583 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go in peace. God is at work in you.  Thanks be to God. 


