ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
460 McBride Street, Prince Rupert, B.C
Office Phone: 624-4164 Email: stpauls@citywest.ca
Church Website: stpaulsprincerupert.com
Pastor: Diana S. Edis Cell: 778-884-6864 email: pastor2stp@gmail.com
Offering email (E-transfer): offering?stpauls@citywest.ca

Fifth Sunday in Lent March 26, 2023
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Minister: Rev. Diana Edis Musician: Sheila Seidemann
Videographer: George Edis Reader: Larissa Goruk

Worship is live streamed on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/princerupertlutheran/.

Welcome to Worship with St. Paul's Lutheran Church. In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising
Lazarus from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in
the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might
also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God'’s
unfailing promise in our baptism.

Weekly Prayer Petitions
Local: All Prince Rupert Communities of Faith
Synod Parishes: Living Faith Lutheran in Sechelt - Rev. Richard Hergesheimer - Interim, Lord of Life Mission
in Sandspit - Rev. Jim Whaley - Interim
ACC: Theological college and training programs of Canada: The Atlantic School of Theology, Montreal
Diocesan Theological, College, and Queen’s College
ELCIC: The congregations of the Northwestern Ontario area of the Manitoba-Northwestern Ontario Synod.

Discipleship Opportunities
1. The Pastor is Public, Javadotcup Wednesdays from 9:30 - 11:30AM.

2. We gather for special worship each Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM during Lent. This is a time set aside for
quiet reflection, bible readings, and communal singing. We take this Lenten journey of self-reflection so that
we can be clear-eyed in professing our faith and living out our thankfulness in a hurting and hopeful world.

Our schedule for Holy Week is as follows:
e Palm/Passion Sunday, April 2, 2023 11:00 AM worship
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¢ Maundy Thursday Joint Anglican/Lutheran Worship, April 6, 7:00 at the Cathedral Church of St.
Andrew’s. The Anglican Primate of Canada will be presiding. We are blessed to be invited by our full
communion partners on such a special evening. We are hoping that this will be a livestreamed event.

¢ Good Friday Community Worship: 12:00 noon at Salvation Army Citadel, led by PR Ministerial

e Good Friday Worship: April 7, 7:00 PM in person at St. Paul’s and on-line

o Easter Sunday Service: 11:00 AM in person and on Facebook Live

* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under One License: #A-731124 and Augsburg Fortress: #SB157842
* Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF #SB157842.

Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us with the gift of
grace.
Amen.
Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,
we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; we
take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your creation; we cause
hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
as we seek to follow in your way of life. =~ Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive life. This

promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, + forgives you in Christ's name, and revives you in
the Spirit’s power.

Amen.
Gathering Hymn Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing No. 886
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to spread through all the earth a- broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: Azmon, Carl G, Gliser, 1784-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



Kyrie

God Loved the World

Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791, tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt.

Let us pray together our Prayer of the Day

Amen.

Our first reading is from Ezekiel, beginning at the 37th chapter
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No. 323 (vs 5)

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the
power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all
our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

37:1-14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in
the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the
valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you
know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of
the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and
you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and
the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon
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them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the
breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath,
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up,
and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God:
I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to
the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from
your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own
soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

L: The word of the Lord,
C: Thanks be to God

We read Psalm 130 responsively: (leader reads the light print, congregation reads the bold)

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord;
O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand?
Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.
I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits; in your word is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.
O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love;
with the Lord there is plenteous redemption.
For the Lord shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

Our second reading is from Romans beginning at the 8t chapter 8:6-11

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law —indeed it cannot, and those
who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin,
the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

L: The word of the Lord,
C: Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation page 179
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Let your stead-fast love come o us, 0] Lord.
The holy gospel according to John, beginning at the 11t chapter 11:1-45
Glory to you, O Lord

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one
who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the
sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness
does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through
it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews
were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “ Are there not twelve
hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this
world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them,
“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord,
if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I
am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said
to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was near
Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about
their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at
home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I
know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to
her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is
here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not
yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in
the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that
she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet
and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping,
and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said,
“See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have
kept this man from dying?”

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus
said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench
because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see
the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for
having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here,
so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth.
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.



L: The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Diana Edis

Hymn of the Day O God, Who Gives Us Life 1086 ACS
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1 O God, who gives us life and breath, who shapes us in the womb,
2 0O God, who calls your peo-ple out to ven - ture and to dare,
3 0O God of cov-e - nant and law, re - vealed in cloud and flame,

%ﬁi*——r—r—d—.lz e L B T

who guards our lives from birth to death, then leadsus from the tomb:
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when we de-spair in wan - der-ing through wastes of emp -ty lies,
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Helpus to know vyour Spir-it still is mak-ing all things new.
re - fresh us with the liv - ing spring of  hope that nev - er dies.
as on our hearts you write a - new the cov - e-nant of love.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: NOEL, English melody; arr. Arthur S. Sullivan, 18421900
Text © 1990 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith using the words of the Apostles” Creed. We confess:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting,. Amen

Prayers of Intercession: (petition end: Merciful God)
(petition response: Receive our prayer.)

L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offerings may be mailed to the church, placed in our mailbox, sent by e-transfer to offering2stpauls@citywest.ca., or given
through CanadaHelps to St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert.

Offering Prayer
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God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for the sake of your
gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus,
the wellspring of eternal life.

Amen.

L: Gathered into one across time and space by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using whatever
version of that prayer comforts you. We pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
God, the giver of love, F Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this
Lenten journey.
Amen.
Sending Hymn Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land No. 333
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Go in peace. Serve in love

Text: African American spiritual
Music: WEARY LAND, African American spiritual

Thanks be to God.



