
 
 

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Office Phone: 624-4164            Email: stpauls@citywest.ca 

Church Website: stpaulsprincerupert.com 
Pastor: Diana S. Edis            Cell: 778-884-6864             Home: 250 622-2725 

Pastor’s email: pastor2stp@gmail.com 
Offering email (E-transfer): offering2stpauls@citywest.ca 

 

Baptism of Our Lord                 January 8, 2023 

Worship 11:00 AM 
 

Minister: Rev. Diana Edis                     Musician: Sheila Seidemann 
Videographer: George Edis            Reader: Tom Kertes 

 

Worship is live streamed on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/princerupertlutheran/. You do 
not need a Facebook account to worship. 

 

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through 
this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a 
light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s 
beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 

 

Weekly Prayer Petitions  
Local Parishes: Annunciation Catholic Church, Fr. Terry Brock 
Synod Parishes: St. Peter’s Shared Ministry in Hudson’s Hope, Christ Lutheran in Kelowna  
ACC: Director and staff of Global Relations; Lead Animator, Public Witness for Social and Ecological Justice 
ELCIC: Bp. Michael Pryse, people, and rostered ministers of the Eastern Synod 
 

Discipleship Opportunities 
1. The Pastor will be public this coming Wednesday at Javadotcup from 9:30-11:30. 
 

2. Our annual Congregational Budget meeting is scheduled for today following worship. Please join us either 
online or in-person for this important discussion and vote. Per our constitution, we must have a quorum for 
voting to take place. Our AGM is scheduled for January 29 and is similarly important. For this gathering we 
will be discussing what the past year has looked like and what our vision may be for the future of God’s 
ministry in Prince Rupert. Both meetings have the same Zoom invitation, neither requires a password: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89200921860   Meeting ID: 892 0092 1860 
 

3. Please have any year-end reports to the church office by January 20th for entry into the AGM Packet. 
 

4. We welcome students from Lutheran Theological Seminary, Saskatoon to our lovely town Tuesday 
afternoon through Thursday morning. President Bill Harrison will be arriving on Monday. These students are 
on their cross-cultural trip as a seminary requirement. We hope to show them the hospitality of our great city. 
Keep them in your prayers for safe travels and a safe, Spirit-filled Northwest experience. 
 

* All Hymns and liturgical text reprinted under license from One License: #A-731124 and Augsburg Fortress: #SB157842  

* Our Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version, covered under AF #SB157842. 

***** 

Announcements 
Confession and Forgiveness 
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L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in compassion, forgives our sin, and heals our 
lives. 
 C: Amen. 
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Have mercy, O God, 
against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion, cleanse us from our sin and take away 
our guilt. Create in us a new heart and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with 
your Holy Spirit and restore your joy within us.  Amen. 

 

As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. As high as heaven is above earth, so vast is 
God’s love for you. As far as east is from west, so far God removes your sin from you, renewing your life 
through Jesus Christ. Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love. 
 Blessed be God forever. 
 

Gathering Hymn    Shall We Gather at the River    ELW 423 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 

Kyrie 

 
 

Song of Praise 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him 
with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your 



daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Our first reading is from Isaiah, beginning at the 42nd chapter      42:1-9 
 

 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him;   

he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a 
bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth 
justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands 
wait for his teaching. 
 Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and 
what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I 
have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant 
to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the 
dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.  
 I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things 
have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 
 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

We read Psalm 29 responsively: (leader reads the light print, congregation reads the bold)  
 

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; 
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

The voice of the Lord bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 
And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 

The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
O Lord, give strength to your people; give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace. 
 

Our second reading is from Acts beginning at the 10th Chapter            10:34-43 
 

 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but 
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he 
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed 
him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 
with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel Acclamation           worship folder 



 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, beginning at the 3rd chapter     3:13-17 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, 
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for 
it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been 
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon            Rev. Diana Edis 
 

Hymn of the Day  When Jesus Came to Jordan  No. 305 (sung to tune 613, Thy Holy Wings) 

 
 

Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed     Pg. 105 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power 



of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession: (petition response: L: Merciful God. 
            C: Receive our prayer.) 
L: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Offering 

Offerings may be mailed to the church, placed in our mailbox or sent by e-transfer to offering2stpauls@citywest.ca. You 
may also give through CanadaHelps to St. Paul’s Lutheran, Prince Rupert. 

 

Offering Prayer 
Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive these offerings in 
thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You 
we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 
 

We enter a time of communion. All people are invited to receive God’s meal. If you wish to receive, this meal is for you. If 
you would like to learn more about communion please speak with the pastor after worship. Those at home may prepare 
bread and wine or juice for your worship space. When the bread and beverage are offered by the pastor and you eat and 

drink you may respond, “Amen.” Those worshipping online in the same household are encouraged to serve one another. 
We have both bread and gluten-free wafers, wine and juice; please let your server know which options are  

 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to 
all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned 
to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 



 

 

O God triune, how majestic is your name in all the earth. Over the eons your merciful might evolved our 
home, a fragile tree of life. Here by your wisdom are both life and death, growth and decay, the nest and the 
hunt, sunshine and storm, darkness and light.  
Sustained by these wonders, we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: The earth is full of your glory. 
 The earth is full of your glory.  
 

O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. In Christ you bring life from death; we remember his 
cross, we laud his resurrection. Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth 
with goodness. Receiving this mystery, we mortals sing our song: The earth is full of your glory. 
 The earth is full of your glory.  
 

We praise you for the heart of Jesus, so filled with your love for this earth. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
 

Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song: The earth is full of your glory. 
 The earth is full of your glory.  
O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you embrace the dead. Send forth your Spirit and 
renew the face of the earth. Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, the body and blood of Christ. Give us 
a future that trusts in you and cares for your earth. Empowered by your promises, we rise from our deaths to 
praise you again: The earth is full of your glory. 
 The earth is full of your glory.  
Amen, and amen. 
 Amen, and amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer (spoken) 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

If the Holy Spirit calls you to this feast of bread and wine or juice, I invite you to receive that which has been 
prepared, each in our own places, but gathered together around the table of God. Although we may be 
separated by distance, we are united, made whole in the body of our Lord. Come and taste the joy of God! 
 

Communion Song 



  
 

Hymn during Communion   Spirit of Gentleness     ELW 396 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Let us pray, 
Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to 
do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 
 Amen. 
 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold 
you, today and always. 
 Amen 
 

Sending Song     Born, Reborn     No. 956 (ACS) 

 

 

 
 

Go in peace. Christ is near  Thanks be to God. 


